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Abstract
Global Governance of Environmental
Migration and Social Security: An Applied Study
on UNHCR in terms of Climate Change

Abdulmegeed Ahmed Abdulmegeed

The study aims to determine the global governance standards set by the UNHCR
regarding environmental migration that result from climate change, and the extent of its
contribution in achieving social security. The study raises a key question: To what
extent can the practice of global governance standards set by the UNHCR contribute in
achieving social security for environmental migrants? The methodology of the study
depends on content analysis approach, using the guide to quantitative content analysis,
as well as qualitatively analyzing the content of the semiotics of short stories published
on the official website of the UNHCR. The quantitative analysis is based on the
comprehensive survey the website contents during the period (from 1/7/2020 to
1/7/2023). The qualitative analysis is based on a deliberate sample of 10 short stories
during the same period. Moreover, a case study approach is applied using an in-depth,
unstructured interview via electronic social media. The interviews are held with two
immigrant families who migrated due to climate change. The general findings reveal
that the UNHCR rely on governance standards to carry out its roles and manage climate
change crises. It also shows that these standards are crucial and clear in the
interventions of participation, responsibility, transparency and justice. The findings also
clarifies that by applying these practices, the UNHCR succeeds in removing physical
risks and achieving spatial protection for environmental migrants by providing legal
protection, as well as some cash aid, and improving the capabilities of those affected to
protect their new environments. Social security is achieved by providing water supplies,
medicines, and some infrastructure services such as; lighting, heating, personal hygiene
tools, cooking stoves, solar lamps, in addition to providing various aspects of health and
educational services, and training, qualification courses to participate in the labor
market.

Key words: Global Governance, Environmental Migration, Social Security,
Climate Change.
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